Diving right in
to the new year

Iey fundraising event 20 years old
‘A good way to get over a hangover’

KERRY GILLESPIE
STAFF REFORTER

At first we lonked 1ike o comven- |

tion of speremean descending on
the shores of Lake Ontario at
Humbher Bay Park West.

Wearing more than 52 Lile-
grams of gear, including high-
toch nehber sulls, pir tanks and
fvee masks, wa were acludly 8
gromp of locel scubs divers —
with me aleng for the bde —
who couldn’t think of pnything
hetter o do on New Year's Dy
than spend 30 minutes swim-
ming sround the hottomof Leke
Cilesrio:

“Tf thene's something stupid

you can dey, I'm righl Uhore,” said
Bilchard Findiay, wio started
diving just six months ago and
cauldn’t wait for his first dive of
20065,
- T1's just fun,” afferad acother
diver, &2 to why 50 peopls were
heppily trudgiog leward the
groy wators of Laks Onlario.

Fun” wasat the word fore
most i my mind when the 20
wuter bit my face, making it foal
like sy heed hed been crpcked
open.and my brein replaced
with 2 block of e

And thatwas just the firs min-
Wle — 29 more bogo

The point of this is apain?

Thera’zs not much fo see in this
prurl of the Lk, 20 over flie years
divers Rave left behind Barhie
dalls or lines, o headless men-
noguin named "Ursule” and
shreel signe directing divers 1o
“kesp right” or wirnings for “lo-
cal traffic onie”

“Wo have no ideawhat misere-
ant gitizens would steal road
signs and put them underaa-
ter” Findlay ssid, grinning,

; dive gear, wsed fess than a
go in the lovely blue, 20C
fof Thailand, went inio
eapamnck,

Thz regulator thal delivers o
wgen from the air tank on my
backfroze upand endad my dive
afterlass than 15 minubes.

A [z chillad oo the hone and
coulin't fiesl my face, hands or
foet. Iwasn't too sad,

20wty do this? :

Crthers more experienced than
Twith thiz type of diving (zome
aetuaily clzimed to firel hot) hed
a wafely of explanations for
what dipws them to water on
MowYear'z Day,

‘T bored. Tdon't drind, so 1
have nothing clse to do” spid
one diver. Froim the opposite

‘Tdon't drink so I have
nothing else to do,’
explained one diver

endof the spectrum, anollier of-
fered: "1 a good way bo getaver
a hzngover”

13 battar than gleeping in,”
Dshiwi's Puul Heldzinger spid
whils gerting his dive gezre an it
the Humber Bay Park Waat
pirking lot, south of Tale Shore
Elvd at Parlduwan fve.

Some divers, Lke Mike Veit,
woren'tenld at al],

T insulated by Guinness”
said Veil, palling his waistiine,
"¥ou pet what wou puy for in in-
sulation and I've paid 2 fertune
for mine.”

rPaul Groves, vesterdey was
pesitevely mild.

He's been doing Mew Year's

Dy dives for mazzy veersend ra-

valls & dive a few venrs ifo when
the air temperatiere wis minus
250 aEnd the divers were fighting
over whether it wis more eeon-
tisle Lo say the watar lempen-
ture w3 OO or ono cuarsr of o
degree C.

Wy daed fold me— hadisd at 81

— Tadidn't do vrough, so plepse

do in your life everything vou
want bodo) " Groves sald,

F ; oo
Vos ¥ Rasithi s,

LA divers, organized by Seu-
B 20040 of Hichmond Hill, Jive
been diving ab variouws local
gpots on New Year's Thy fur 20
vears, “Jusl for the fon of QL
Christins Lovell-Schaes szid.

Last year, after the Boxing Day
trunamihit Southesst Azia, Uhey
decided to radse money t help
victirms.

The divers donatad 2900, Sru-
bz 2000 rmalehed i€ and the Ca-

nadian government,
undsr & LAl pro-.
gram, matched itagain,
This yeer, the causs is
chiléhood cuncer.
The divers tonlribut-
vl more than 25000 1o
tha Chiléhand Cancer Founda-
tion, which fundz research wnd
provides programs for famnilies
of children with cuncer, Findlay
seid.

The ceuse was = great one and
anwag the diving, he said.

"Tin do seimething as pazsntly
slupid g5 diving in freezing cold
water, il was really wonderful”
e azid,

Inthat case, what about & New
Yeur's Dy polar hear dip, where
peaple flump tote Laks Ontario
for & few secnnds with nothing
but abathing suit on?

"Mot o your Life” szid Bruce
Jewer, & diving inslructor with
Seube 2000

"That's frealking mental”  »
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Star reporter Kerry Gillespia, 2 certifled diver, joins about 50 people yesterday in 3 30-minute Now
‘ear's Day dive in Toranto Harbour st Hamber Bay Park West ta raize monay for childhoad cancer
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